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Deepwater Horizon Incident, Gulf of Mexico
Region 6 REOC Update

 
Subject:                      Region 6 Update # 101
                                    Deepwater Horizon Incident, Gulf of Mexico
Date:                           August 19, 2010
To:                              Incident Command
Thru:                          Planning Section
From:                         Situation Unit
Reporting Period:     August 17, 2010 1300 – August 18, 2010 1300

 
1. Background

Site Name: Deepwater Horizon Incident   FPN#: N10036
Mobilization Date: 4/27/2010   Start Date: 4/28/2010

 
2. Current Situation 

The incident status summary as reported in the BP Situation Executive Summary as of 0600 on 8/19 is as follows:

  Totals for 8/18 Cumulative Totals 
as of 8/18

Responding Personnel 27,197 -

Responding Offshore Vessels 3,145 -

Deployed Containment Boom (million ft.) - 2.12

Deployed Sorbent Boom (million ft.) - 8.78

Recovered Oil/Water Mix (bbls) 0 826,000
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2.1       USCG Incident Command Post (Houma, LA).

·        Incident Command Operational Branches continued to draft the individual transition plans, which are due on 8/20.  The UC
Environmental Group provided representatives from BP, NOAA, and USCG to each Branch to advise on the environmental component of
the plans.  Boom removal and demobilization of assets are among the primary issues of concern to the Parishes.
·        On 8/17, EPA OSC Nancy Jones provided training for the 15 new BP waste auditors and 2 program managers.  Topics of the training
included EPA’s waste management oversight role, the “EPA Waste Management Directive to BP,” and sampling and assessment activities
being conducted by EPA.  
·        On 8/18, EPA met with the BP waste director at UAC.  Items discussed included the Waste Directive Deliverables which are being
reviewed by the BP legal team and should be delivered to EPA on 8/19.  BP is currently merging the Houma and Mobile Waste
Management Plans into a Gulf-Wide Waste Plan.  The Directive Deliverables will be included in this Plan as attachments.  BP will complete
a draft of the Plan for EPA review by 8/31.
·        EPA provided Vietnamese translations of BP’s “Oil Sighting Notice,” US Fish and Wildlife Service’s “Effects of Oil on Wildlife and
Habitat Fact Sheet,” and BP’s “Louisiana Know Your Oil” flyer.  EPA also responded to inquiries from Vietnamese fishermen in Vermilion
Parish regarding NOAA opening fishing areas in the Gulf of Mexico and attended the Kenneth Feinberg Community Forum on the new Gulf
Coast Claims Facility.

2.2        USCG Area Command Post (New Orleans, LA)
USCG AC recommended that agencies plan for the Permanent Kill to be completed in early September based on the evaluations,
testing, and preparations required to implement the Permanent Kill.  However, the best case is for Permanent Kill to be completed the
week of 8/22.  BP was directed to carefully evaluate two different options for Permanent Kill.  The first option utilizes the relief well
as originally planned and the other involves plugging the MC 252 as would normally occur.
When the Permanent Kill is completed, USCG will merge the Houma and Mobile ICPs into the UAC in New Orleans, the best case
scenario being within 3 weeks.  Field operations are anticipated to continue through the fall, suspend for the winter, and resume in
Spring 2011 under the direction of the new Gulf Coast Restoration Organization.
EPA personnel assembled at the UAC in New Orleans to assist NOAA and other federal and state scientists with developing a
Subsurface Monitoring Strategy Implementation Plan in response the NIC directive.  On 8/17, the UAC EU presented the draft outline
of the Plan to the Admiral.  The EU worked to compile all the data into a comprehensive summary and identify gaps that may still
need to be evaluated.  On 8/18, the Plan was finalized for the USCG Area Commander to submit to the NIC.  A subsequent
Implementation Plan will be completed 8/27. 
EPA Administrator Jackson will accompany US Secretary Salazar, White House Council on Environmental Quality Chair Sutley, and 
NOAA Administrator Lubchenco at the trustee committee on natural resource damages in New Orleans at 1030 hours on 8/19.   They
will also take a tour of damaged areas near Venice, LA. 

2.3  Field Activities
Samples Collected: 

Type Chalmette Venice Grand
Isle Cocodrie

Special
Ops

Waste

Total
for

8/17
-

8/18

Cumulative
Total

Water 0 2 0 0 2 0 4 973

Sediment 0 2 0 0 2 0 4 197

Oil/Mousse 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 56

Waste 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 50

Summa
Canisters 6 6 6 0 0 0 18 1034

PQ200
Filters 6 6 6 0 0 0 18 860

PUF 2 2 2 0 0 0 6 209

 
Fixed Air Monitoring/Sampling Stations:  

ID Location City, State Equipment Type

C02 Fire Station No. 8 Poydras, LA 1,2,3,4,5

C04 Aycock St. Fire Station Chalmette, LA 1,2,3,4,5,6

C05 Fire Station No. 11 Hopedale, LA 1,2,3,4,5

GI05 Grand Isle State Park Grand Isle, LA 2,3,4,5,6

GI08 Air Sampling House Grand Isle, LA 2,3,4,5

GI09 Fourchon – LUMCON Research Station Fourchon, LA 2,3,4,5,6

V02 USCG Venice, LA 1,2,3,4,5

V03 Welding Supply Co Boothville, LA 1,2,3,4,5

V03B Welding Supply Co Boothville, LA 7

V06 Buras Auditorium Buras, LA 1,2,3,4,5,6



 
Equipment used at Fixed Air Location:

Equipment Type Equipment Monitor/Sample Duration/Type

1 AreaRae/MultiRae Monitor VOCs 24-Hr / 1 hour averages

2 MiniRae Monitor VOCs 24-Hr / 1 hour averages

3 PQ 200 Sample PM 2.5 24 Hr/ Composite

4 Summa Canister Sample VOCs 24 Hr/ Composite

5 EBAM Monitor PM 10 24-Hr / 1 hour averages

6 High Volume PUF Sample SVOCs 24 Hr / Composite

7 Teledyne H2S Monitor Model 101E Monitor H2S 24-Hr / 1 hour averages
                                                                                                                                                              

Observed Issues:

Date Location Parameter(s) Data Gap/
Exceedence Time(s) Cause

8/17 V02 CO, H2S, OXY,
VOC

Data Gap 0600-
1000 Instrument battery failure.

8/17 GI09 PM10 Exceedence 1700 Moisture.

8/17 V02 PM10 Data Gap 0000-
1500

Instrument taken offline in preparation
for storm.

8/17 GI05 VOC Exceedence 1300 Moisture.

8/17 GI05 VOC Exceedence 1500 Moisture.

8/17 V02 OXY Data Gap 1700 OXY sensor failure.

8/18 C02 PM10 Exceedence 1400-
1500 Heavy rain.

8/18 GI09 VOC Exceedence 0900 Moisture.

 
Explanation of Past Exceedences/Data Gaps:

Date Location Parameter(s) Data Gap/
Exceedence Time(s) Cause

8/12 GI08 PM10 Exceedence 1300 Heavy rain.

8/14 C02 OXY, VOC Data Gap 1500 Power failure.

8/15 GI05 VOC Exceedence 0800 Moisture and calibration/bump tests.

8/16 V02 OXY, CO, H2S,
VOC

Data Gap 1900-
2000

Instrument taken down in preparation for
potential storm.

8/16 V02 PM10 Data Gap 1800-
2300

Instrument taken offline in preparation for
potential storm.

 
Description of Field Operations:

·         Special (Western Louisiana Coast) Water Operations
o   On 8/17, the Special Water Operations Team did not conduct operations due to the USCG safety stand down for the Eastern
Louisiana coastal area.
o   On 8/18, the Special Water Operations Team 1 collected 1 sediment sample and 1 water sample from a location along the
southern coast of Terrebonne Parish.  The Special Water Operations Team 2 collected 1 sediment and 1 water sample from a location
along the southeastern coast of LaFourche Parish.

·         Venice Water Operations
o   On 8/17, the Venice Water Operations Team did not conduct operations due to the USCG safety stand down for the Eastern
Louisiana coastal area.
o   On 8/18, the Venice Water Operations Team collected 2 water and 2 sediment samples from locations west of the Chandeleur
Islands in St. Bernard Parish.

·         Waste Sampling and Assessment
o   On 8/17, the Waste Sampling and Assessment Team did not conduct operations due to the USCG safety stand down for the
Eastern Louisiana coastal area.



o   On 8/18, the Waste Sampling and Assessment Team conducted an assessment at the Hammond Wildlife Center in Hammond,
LA, because waste water associated with bird cleaning is stored at this location.

 
2.4        TAGA

TAGA has been demobilized from EPA Region 6.  The TAGA 1693 bus is currently stationed at the Stennis Space Center in MS to
respond to Emergency Responses if necessary.

2.6     Water Quality Protection Division Update
A Water Quality Protection Division Update is attached.

 3. EPA Assets
3 1 Current Assets Deployed

Activated in Dallas, TX
REOC activated
SRICT activated
RRT activated

Resources:

Personnel

Dallas,
TX

New
Orleans,
LA

Houma,
LA

Chalmette,
LA

Harahan,
LA

Venice,
LA

Grand
Isle, LA

Cocodrie,
LA

Offshore
Vessels

Stennis,
MS TOTALS

EPA                      

  -   OSC
3 3* 1

1

 
1 1 1   0   11

  -   RSC 7                   7

  -   Other 4 3* 1     1         9

START 5   3 19 3 14 10       54

TAGA
Personnel                   1 1

ERT
Personnel                   4 4

TOTAL

19 6 5 20 4 16 11   0 5

86

 

 
*Includes Waste Sampling and Assessment team personnel.

 

Equipment

Dallas,
TX  

New
Orleans
LA

Houma,
LA

Chalmette,
LA

Harahan,
LA

Venice,
LA

Grand
Isle,
LA

Cocodrie,
LA

Offshore
Vessels

Stennis,
MS TOTALS

TAGA Bus                     2 2

Gooseneck
Trailer                       0

Mobile
Office
Trailer         1   2 1       4

Satellite         2             2

Boat         2   1         3

 

CONFIDENTIALITY: This email and attachments may contain information which is confidential and proprietary. Disclosure or use of any such
confidential or proprietary information without the written permission of Weston Solutions, Inc. is strictly prohibited. If you received this email in
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